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since she alone united the character, the traditions, and
the material power that were needed to lead the country.
Ever since the Reformation the Hapsburg princes and
their policy had been regarded with aversion by the more
intelligent and progressive part of the nation; while
Prussia, recognized from the days of the Great Elector as
the leading Protestant power, naturally became the repre-
sentative of intellectual liberality and enlightenment In
recent times she had, by the foundation and wise en-
couragement of the two great universities of Berlin and
Bonn, conferred eminent benefits on German learning and
science, and gained a corresponding hold upon the re-
spect of the educated classes. If her people were in some
respects less richly gifted than those of the middle and
southern states, she yet possessed a practical energy and
decision in which they were sometimes deficient ; she
acted while they speculated and waited She had given
the first example in Germany of a well-governed modern
state, compact, effective, full of life; and in creating it
she was really rendering the greatest possible service to
the German people. For this state, being a strong
reality, which had stood the test of adversity and been
matured by experience, whose well-knit administrative
organization commanded the respect, if not always the
affection, of its subjects, was found able to expand
itself, so as to embrace the other populations and terri-
tories which from time to time were added to it. And
it expanded, not only, as Austria had done in earlier
centuries, towards the east, among peoples alien in blood
and speech, who remained unfriendly to the original
German nucleus, but also and chiefly westwards, or at
least over districts whose inhabitants, being themselves
Germans, were rapidly fused and became not less
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